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WATER PIPES — ALBANY HIGHWAY 

Grievance 

MR A.J. WADDELL (Forrestfield) [9.16 am]: My grievance is to the Minister for Water. It relates to the very, 
very fascinating and interesting topic of water pipes, in particular water pipes down Albany Highway. As the 
minister would know, great plans have been made to revitalise an area in Maddington, including developing a 
business district and creating some low-cost housing. That has involved long-term consultation with the 
community. There has been a great deal of interest in these plans. The City of Gosnells has put an enormous 
amount of effort into developing these plans to redevelop the Maddington town centre. Unfortunately, it has hit a 
stumbling block relating to Albany Highway. The revitalisation plans include the extension of Blackburn Street 
from the shopping centre to the train station, which would enable the construction of a linkage between the train 
station and the employment hub on the east side of Albany Highway and the shopping centre on the west or the 
bus–rail interchange on Blackburn Street, which again requires considerable work to develop this area. To do 
that work, Albany Highway needs to be widened. As many members would know, this is a very significant road 
throughout that area. The signalised intersection at the corner of Albany Highway and Kelvin and Olga Roads 
needs to be upgraded. That services the industrial area going into Maddington. It is very close to a railway 
crossing. The signalised intersection between Albany Highway and Burslem Drive also needs upgrading. If the 
minister were to drive through this area, he would see that a lot of work needs to occur there. This area has 
enormous potential. It is not far from the city. It is an area in which we could provide a great deal of employment 
and low-cost housing as it is close to public transport and all those things.  

Why am I speaking to the minister in his capacity as Minister for Water? It is because the hold-up is related to 
pipes. Two large water main pipes that have a regional servicing function run underneath the Albany Highway 
road reserve. These pipes are 600 centimetres and 800 centimetres in diameter. I am no expert in these things but 
it strikes me that they must be monster pipes. A great deal of water must flow through them. However, they are 
located only 60 centimetres below the ground. One of the pipes is located beneath the verge on Albany Highway 
and the other is located underneath the kerb. These pipes were originally laid in the incorrect location and at an 
incorrect depth by the then state water agency. I am not holding the minister responsible; this happened some 
80 years ago and whoever is responsible has long since moved onto their greater reward. 

Mr W.R. Marmion: Is that the incorrect depth to today’s standards or 80 years ago? 

Mr A.J. WADDELL: Probably to today’s standards, and therein lies the problem. The water main pipes are 
fragile, due to not only their shallow depth, but also their age. As I have said, the pipes were laid 80 years ago 
and the advice that I have been given is that the pipes have a potential life span of 100 years; so we still have 
20 years left on the clock. However, as the minister correctly points out, they probably would not meet the 
standards of today. I think that we need to look at the consequences of what would happen if these pipes were to 
rupture today. There would be a major disruption to water in the regional area and traffic movement on Albany 
Highway would be brought to a halt. 

The Water Corporation has indicated that it does not have any plans to bring forward any works to upgrade and 
correctly locate these pipes. These works are required for these significant projects to go ahead, but Water Corp, 
in consultation with Main Roads, does not have any immediate plans to do that. I am told that when the City of 
Gosnells last consulted on this matter, it was given a figure of about $10 million to carry out the required work to 
relocate the pipes. The city has looked at other options, such as capping the pipes to protect them. Because of the 
fragile nature of these pipes, no work requiring compaction can be undertaken in the area and therefore the road 
cannot be widened, nor can any other such work happen, thereby reducing potential development in the area. 

The difficulty is that this pipe services an area much wider than the City of Gosnells. This pipe is core to the 
water service in the area, and it seems unreasonable to expect the ratepayers in the City of Gosnells to have to 
meet the cost of relocating the pipe when it was laid in a way that the city had no control over or influence on. 
But this is a vital area that needs redevelopment and I call on the minister to have a very close look at this 
problem to see whether he can find some way to bring forward some capital works, firstly, to allow this 
redevelopment to occur; secondly, and most importantly, to ensure the safety of the area so that we do not face a 
tragedy if the pipe ruptures; and finally, to bring the area up to standard. 

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Water) [9.22 am]: I thank the member for Forrestfield for 
giving me some notice of the grievance. It has caused my staff some problems because they could not find much 
correspondence from the City of Gosnells on this particular topic. My staff also contacted the Water 
Corporation, which found it difficult to find the information on its files. In fact, the note that I have is that the 
inquiries directed to the Water Corporation failed to reveal any correspondence or consultation on the matter, 
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although the member has indicated that the City of Gosnells has consulted with the Water Corporation and 
provided the member with an estimate of $10 million for the upgrading or relocating of the pipes.  

Mr A.J. Waddell: That was a couple of years ago. 

Mr W.R. MARMION: The member also mentioned a discussion about capping as another option. 

Mr A.J. Waddell: Yes. 

Mr W.R. MARMION: As I mentioned to the member a little while ago, I was involved in a study in the 
Maddington area about five years ago. I acknowledge that it is probably a great opportunity for not only the City 
of Gosnells, but also the state of Western Australia to develop a probably very underutilised area—that is, an 
area in which there is the railway line and Albany Highway, which contains car yards and other such things. The 
main shopping area is close by, but unfortunately it is not close enough. 

Mr A.J. Waddell: Yes. 

Mr W.R. MARMION: The issue is how we better utilise the wasteland between where the shops are and the 
road and the railway station. Ideally, the station needs to be where the development is. Looking at it from a 
planning point of view—with my planning hat rather than my water hat—there is tremendous potential for infill 
development, including houses and greater density townhouses, to fully revitalise an area that is very close to the 
City of Perth. It is arguably a very good place to develop.  

Until the member for Forrestfield mentioned this grievance, I was unaware of the issue with the water pipe—an 
asset built 80 years ago. As a former Main Roads engineer, I know that all the services are provided in the Main 
Roads reserve and indeed a 600 millimetre cover on a pipe is not too bad; it can get worse! Over time the road 
has been upgraded; Albany Highway was not always as wide as it is now and as we widen a road with a three 
per cent cross fall the table drain is moved further down. It may be that when the pipe was laid 80 years ago that 
the cover may have been one metre. It may be that the cover has diminished with the widening of Albany 
Highway over time. Obviously the pipes are older than the cover. I will make some inquiries on the member’s 
behalf to see what can be done about the Water Corporation’s normal program, but if there are no problems with 
the 600 millimetre and 800 millimetre pipe servicing the community and the surrounds, there will be no need for 
it to bring works forward. However, if I put on my planning and developer hat, I know that there is potential to 
rezone the land near the shopping centre. Looking at how both Armadale and Midland have been redeveloped, a 
business case could be easily made to put together the finance for an entity like the Midland Redevelopment 
Authority, or LandCorp, to look at the area holistically. It may be that the dollars stack up in terms of the cost of 
bringing forward any relocation of those pipes. 

In my experience working with developers who want something done to services, it is normal for the developers 
to pay for the works, including movement of existing services. If the services are in place and are working — 

Mr A.J. Waddell: This is just going to extend the road over the area. A developer is not going to be involved in 
that. It is about creating infrastructure for the development. 

Mr W.R. MARMION: Without seeing the plans for the road realignment, I will get my staff to get them for me 
and will discuss the matter with the Water Corporation—it is an area that I have an interest in—to see what we 
can do. We already have a very large capital works program for the next four years. It is $3.3 billion. There is a 
fair bit of pressure for a lot of projects to be included—with pressure from all members of Parliament, both in the 
metropolitan and country areas, to put forward their projects. 

This is an exciting project. I do not know what the time frame would be, but I guess that not only the pipe but 
other bits of infrastructure that will need to be done. 

I will just refer to my notes in the remaining minute because there was something reasonably interesting in here 
about the outline development plan and where it is at. I have been advised that the plan the member for 
Forrestfield mentioned, the outline development plan for the Maddington town centre, which is part of a broader 
strategy for revitalising the town—which is a good idea—is, according to my notes, yet to be finalised. The 
member is probably saying that the stumbling block in finalising the plan is — 

Mr A.J. Waddell interjected. 

Mr W.R. MARMION: An outline development plan can still be finalised, saying that we still need to move or 
cover the pipe. However, I do not know what the $10 million was for. If it is for greater cover on or movement 
of the pipe, it obviously depends on how long and how far back it has to go while still maintaining the gradient, 
unless it is a pressure pipe. That is what I have been advised. The approval will ultimately be given by the 
Minister for Planning and the Western Australian Planning Commission, but I undertake to make some inquiries 
on the member’s behalf to see what we can do.  
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